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Sir/Madam: 

REMARKS 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .173(c), Applicant states with regard to the Application for 
Reissue of U.S. Patent No. 5,967,195 filed herewith: 

Claims 1-39 are pending. 
No claims are cancelled. 

Claims 1-15 correspond to Claims 1-15 in the issued patent. 
Claims 16-39 have been added by the application filed herewith. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.173(c), Applicant states with regard to the Application for 
Reissue of U.S. Patent No. 5,967,195 filed herewith: 

Support for new Claim 16 may be found at column 4, line 28 through column 6, line 
11, and in Figures 1 A, IB and 2A-2J, for example. 

Support for new Claim 17 may be found at column 4, lines 32-3 3 , column 4, lines 45- 
47, and Figures 1 A and IB. 

Support for new Claim 18 may be found at column 4, lines 43-65, column 5, lines 9- 
65, and Figure IB. 
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Support for new Claim 19 may be found at column 4, lines 43-65 and Figure IB. 

Support for new Claim 20 may be found at column 4, line 28 through column 6, line 
1 1, and in Figures 1 A, IB and 2A-2J, for example. 

Support for new Claim 21 may be found at column 4, lines 32-33, column 4, lines 45- 
47, and Figures 1 A and IB. 

Support for new Claim 22 may be found at column 4, lines 43-65 and Figure IB. 

Support for new Claim 23 may be found at column 4, lines 43-65, column 5, lines 9- 
65, and Figure IB. 

Support for new Claim 24 may be found at column 4, line 28 through column 6, line 
65, and in Figures 1 A, IB and 2A-2J, for example. 

Support for new Claim 25 may be found at column 6, lines 52-65. 
Support for new Claim 26 may be found at column 6, lines 59-65. 
Support for new Claim 27 may be found at column 6, lines 59-65 and Figures 1 A and 

IB. 

Support for new Claim 28 may be found at column 4, lines 32-33, column 4, lines 45- 
47, and Figures 1A and IB. 

Support for new Claim 29 may be found at column 4, line 28 through column 8, line 
62, and Figures 1 A, IB, 2A-2J, 3A, 3B, and 4A-4L. 

Support for new Claim 30 may be found at column 6, lines 52-65. 

Support for new Claim 31 may be found at column 6, lines 52-65 and Figures 1A, IB, 
2A-2J, 3 A, 3B, and 4A-4L. 

Support for new Claim 32 may be found at column 4, line 66 through column 5, line 
8, column 7, lines 6-8, and Figures 1A, IB, 3A and 3B. 

Support for new Claim 33 may be found at column 4, lines 32-33, column 4, lines 45- 
47, and Figures 1 A and IB. 

Support for new Claim 34 may be found at column 6, line 66 through column 7, line 
8, and Figures 3A and 3B. 

Support for new Claim 35 may be found at column 4, line 28 through column 6, line 
65, and in Figures 1 A, IB and 2A-2J, for example. 
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Support for new Claim 36 may be found at column 6 ? lines 52-65. 
Support for new Claim 37 may be found at column 6, lines 52-65 and Figures 1 A, IB 
and 2A-2J. 

Support for new Claim 38 may be found at column 4, line 66 through column 5, line 8 
and Figures 1 A, IB and 2A-2J. 

Support for new Claim 39 may be found at column 4, lines 32-33, column 4, lines 45- 
47, and Figures 1 A and IB. 
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A papermaker's fabric, comprising top machine direction yams, top 



16 



cross machine direction yarns, bottom machine direction yarns, bottom cross machine 



direction yams, and sets of first and second stitching yarns, said fabric being formed 
in a plurality of repeating units, each of said repeating units comprising: 
a set of top machine direction yarns; 

a set of top cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of top 
machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom cross machine direction yams interwoven with said set of 
bottom machine direction yarns; and 

wherein a pair of first and second stitching yams is positioned between each 
G adjacent pair of top cross machine direction yams, said first and second stitching yarns of 

g3 each pair being interwoven with said top and bottom machine direction yams such that 

pi as a fiber support portion of said first stitching yam is interweaving with said top 

& machine direction yams, a binding portion of said second stitching yarn is positioned 

*,j below said top machine direction yarns, and such that as a fiber support portion of said 

second stitching yam is interweaving with said top machine direction yarns, a binding 
O portion of said first stitching yarn is positioned below said top machine direction yarns, 

m and such that said first and second stitching yams cross each other as they pass below a 

fa transitional top machine direction yam, and such that each of said binding portions of 

said first and second stitching yams passes below at least one of said bottom machine 
direction yams to form a bottom side stitching yam knuckle; and 

wherein each of said bottom machine direction yams form bottom side machine 
direction knuckles as they interweave with said bottom cross machine direction yams, 
and said bottom side stitching yam knuckles are positioned below one of said bottom side 
machine direction yams to be substantially centered between adjacent bottom side 
machine direction knuckles on that bottom machine direction yarn. 



1 7. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 1 6. wherein said repeat unit of 
said fabric includes 10 bottom machine direction yarns and 10 bottom cross machine 



direction yarns. 
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1 8. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 1 7, wherein each of said bottom 
machine direction yarns passes, in order, above four consecutive bottom cross machine 
direction yarns, below a bottom cross machine direction yarn to form a first bottom side 
machine direction knuckle, above four consecutive bottom cross machine direction yarns, 
and below a bottom cross machine direction yarn to form a second side machine direction 
knuckle, and wherein a stitching yarn forms a bottom side stitching yarn knuckle below 
said machine direction yarn between the second and third of each of said four consecutive 
bottom cross machine direction yarns. 

19. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 1 8, wherein each bottom 
machine direction yarn is offset from each adjacent bottom machine direction yarn by 
three bottom cross machine direction yarns, with the result that bottom side machine 
direction yarn knuckles are formed below the bottom cross machine direction yarns that 
sandwich the stitching yarn pair forming a stitching yarn knuckle below the bottom 
machine direction yarn. 

20. A papermaker's fabric, comprising top machine direction yarns, top 
cross machine direction yarns, bottom machine direction yarns, bottom cross machine 
direction yarns, and sets of first and second stitching yarns, said fabric being formed 
in a plurality of repeating units, each of said repeating units comprising: 

a set of top machine direction yarns; 

a set of top cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of top 
machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of 
bottom machine direction yarns; 



wherein a pair of first and second stitching yams is positioned between each 
adjacent pair of top cross machine direction yarns, said first and second stitching yarns of 
each pair being interwoven with said top and bottom machine direction yarns such that 
as a fiber support portion of said first stitching yarn is interweaving with said top 
machine direction yarns, a binding portion of said second stitching yarn is positioned 
below said top machine direction yarns, and such that as a fiber support portion of said 
second stitching yarn is interweaving with said top machine direction yarns, a binding 
portion of said first stitching yarn is positioned below said top machine direction yarns, 
and such that said first and second stitching yarns cross each other as they pass below a 
transitional top machine direction yarn, and such that each of said binding portions of 
said first and second stitching yarns passes below at least one of said bottom machine 
direction yarns to form a bottom side stitching yarn knuckle; 

wherein each of said bottom machine direction yarns form bottom side machine 
direction knuckles as they interweave with said bottom cross machine direction yams, 
and wherein each bottom machine direction yarn is offset from each adjacent bottom 
machine direction yarn such that, for each bottom machine direction yam, bottom side 
machine direction yam knuckles are formed by adjacent bottom machine direction yams 
below the bottom cross machine direction yams that sandwich each stitching yarn pair 
that forms a stitching yam knuckle below the bottom machine direction yarn. 

2L The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 20, wherein said repeat unit of 
said fabric includes 10 bottom machine direction yarns and 10 bottom cross machine 
direction yams. 

22. The papermaker' s fabric defined in Claim 2 1 , wherein said bottom cross 
machine direction yams are offset from one another by three machine direction yams. 

23. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 22, wherein each of said bottom 
machine direction yarns passes, in order, above four consecutive bottom cross machine 
direction yarns, below a bottom cross machine direction yarn to form a first bottom side 
machine direction knuckle, above four consecutive bottom cross machine direction yams. 



and below a bottom cross machine direction yarn to form a second side machine direction 
knuckle, and wherein a stitching yarn forms a bottom side stitching yarn knuckle below 
said machine direction yarn between the second and third of each of said four consecutive 
bottom cross machine direction yams. 

24, A papermaker's fabric, comprising top machine direction yarns, top cross 
machine direction yams, bottom machine direction yams, bottom cross machine direction 
yarns, and sets of first and second stitching yams, said fabric being formed in a plurality 
of repeating units, each of said repeating units comprising: 

a set of top machine direction yams; 

a set of top cross machine direction yams interwoven with said set of top machine 
direction yams; 
*% a set of bottom machine direction yams; 

y5 a set of bottom cross machine direction yams interwoven with said set of bottom 

fig 

i 1 machine direction yams; 

wherein pairs of first and second stitching yams are positioned between each pair 
^4 of top cross machine direction yams, said first and second stitching yams of each pair 

| bjSs being interwoven with said top and bottom machine direction yams such that, as a fiber 

f3 support portion of said first stitching yam is interweaving with said top machine direction 

lij yams, a binding portion of said second stitching yam is positioned below said top 

7^ machine direction yams, and such that as a fiber support portion of said second stitching 

yam is interweaving with said top machine direction yams, a binding portion of said first 
stitching yam is positioned below said top machine direction yams, and such that said 
first and second stitching yams cross each other as they pass below a transitional top 
machine direction yam, and such that each of said binding portions of said first and 
second stitching yams passes below at least one of said bottom machine direction yams; 

and wherein each of said first stitching yams passes over a first number of top 
machine direction yams, and each of said second stitching yams passes over a second 
number of top machine direction yams, said first number being different than said second 
number; and 



and wherein at least some of the top cross machine direction yarns are 
immediately adjacent to either two first stitching yarns or two second s titching yarns, 



25. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 24. wherein, beginning with a 
selected top cross machine direction yarn and moving in on e direction parallel to the 
machine direction for the length of the full repeat unit, between 25 and 50 percent of the 
first stitchin p yarns are nearer to said selected ton cross machine directio n yarn than the 
second stitching yarns of their respective pairs. 

26. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 25. wherein betwee n 40 and 50 
percent of the first stitching yarns are nearer to said selected top machine direction yarn 
than the second stitching yarns of their respective pairs. 

m 27. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 25. wherein all of the top cross 

fij machine direction yarns are immediately adjacent to either two first stitching yarns or 

f f two second stitching yarns. 

1^ 28. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 25. where in said repeat unit 

O includes 10 top machine direction yarns and 10 bottom machine direction yarns. 

|;.'& 

H 29. A papermaker's fabric, comprising top machine d irection yams, top 

cross machine direction yarns, bottom machine direction yarns, bottom cross machine 
direction yarns, and sets of first and second stitching yarns, said fab ric being formed 
in a plurality of repeating units, each of said repeating units comprising: 
a set of top machine direction yarns; 

a set of top cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of top machine 
direction yarns; 

a set of bottom machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of bottom 
machine direction yarns; 



wherein pairs of first and second stitching yarns are positio ned between pairs of 
top cross machine direction yarns, said first and second stitc hing yarns of each pair being 
interwoven with said top and bottom machine direction yarns such that, as a fib er support 
portion of said first stitching yarn is interweaving with said top machi ne direction yarns, 
a binding portion of said second stitching yarn is positioned below sai d top machine 
direction yarns, and such that as a fiber support portion of said seco nd stitching yarn is 
interweaving with said top machine direction yarns, a binding po rtion of said first 
stitching yarn is positioned below said top machine direction yarns, and such that said 
first and second stitching yarns cross each other as thev pass below a transitional top 
machine direction yarn, and such that each of said binding portions of said first and 
second stitching yams passes below at least one of said bottom machi ne direction yarns; 

wherein, as stitching yarn pairs pass below transitional ya ms, they form top 
side transitional stitchi ng yarn knuckles, and in that, for at least some adjacent top 
side stitching yarn knuckles, first stitching yarns extending in one direction parallel to 
the cross machine direction from the transitional stitching yam knuckles are woven 
nearer to one another than are the second stitching yarns of those p airs extending in 
the opposite direction parallel to the cross machine direction from the transitional 
stitching yarn knuckles. 

30. The papermaker ! s fabric defined in Claim 29. wherein said first 
stitching yarns are woven nearer to one another as they extend from adjacent top side 
transitional stitching yarn knuckles for at least 50 percent o f said top side stitching 
yarn knuckles. 

31. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 29. wherein said first 
stitching yarns are woven nearer to one another as thev extend from adjace nt top side 
transitional stitching yam knuckles for 100 percent of said top side stitc hing yam 
knuckles. 



32. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 29, wherein a pair of first 
and second stitching yams is positioned between each pair of adjacent top cross 



machine direction yams. 

33. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 29, wherein said repeat unit 
includes 10 top machine direction yarns and 10 bottom machine direction yarns. 

34. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 29, wherein said repeat unit 
includes 12 top machine direction yarns and 12 bottom machine direction yarns. 

35. A papermaker's fabric, comprising top machine direction yarns, top 
cross machine direction yarns, bottom machine direction yams, bottom cross machine 
direction yams, and sets of first and second stitching yarns, said fabric being formed 
in a plurality of repeating units, each of said repeating units comprising: 

a set of top machine direction yarns; 

a set of top cross machine direction yarns interwoven with said set of top machine 
direction yarns; 

a set of bottom machine direction yarns; 

a set of bottom cross machine direction yams interwoven with said set of bottom 
machine direction yams; 

wherein pairs of first and second stitching yarns are positioned between pairs of 
top cross machine direction yams, said first and second stitching yarns of each pair being 
interwoven with said top and bottom machine direction yams such that, as a fiber support 
portion of said first stitching yam is interweaving with said top machine direction yarns, 
a binding portion of said second stitching yam is positioned below said top machine 
direction yarns, and such that as a fiber support portion of said second stitching yam is 
interweaving with said top machine direction yams, a binding portion of said first 
stitching yam is positioned below said top machine direction yarns, and such that said 
first and second stitching yarns cross each other as they pass below a transitional top 
machine direction yam, and such that each of said binding portions of said first and 
second stitching yams passes below at least one of said bottom machine direction yarns, 
said first stitching yarns passing above a first number of top machine direction yams, and 



said second stitching yams passing above a second number of top machine direction 
yarns, said second number being different from said first number; 

wherein, as stitching yarn pairs pass below transitional yams, they form top 
side transitional stitching yarn knuckles, and in that for at least some adjacent top 
side stitching yam knuckles, first stitching yams extending in one direction parallel to 
the cross machine direction from the transitional stitching yam knuckles are woven 
nearer to one another than are the second stitching yams of those pairs extending in 
the opposite direction parallel to the cross machine direction from the transitional 
stitching yam knuckles. 

36. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 35, wherein said first 
stitching yams are woven nearer to one another as they extend from adjacent top side 
transitional stitching yam knuckles for at least 50 percent of said top side stitching 
yam knuckles, 

37. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 35, wherein said first 
stitching yams are woven nearer to one another as they extend from adjacent top side 
transitional stitching yarn knuckles for 100 percent of said top side stitching yam 
knuckles. 

38. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 35, wherein a pair of first 
and second stitching yarns is positioned between each pair of adjacent top cross 
machine direction yams. 

39. The papermaker's fabric defined in Claim 35. wherein said repeat unit 
includes 10 top machine direction yams and 10 bottom machine direction yams. 



